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ZONE 14 POLICE ACADEMY COMPLETES POLICE SUPERVISION COURSE

COLUMBIA COUNTY, NY - Sheriff David Harrison, Jr. announces the
completion of a Police Supervision Course sponsored by the Zone 14
Police Academy at Columbia - Greene Community College. The Police
Academy is administered by Academy D irectors from the Sheriff's Cffice
and Chatham Police Department. Chatham Police Chief Kevin Boehme and
Sheriff's Office Lieutenant James Andrews are Co- Directors of the
Police Academy which has been training po lice recruits for the past 25
plus years. Iti s one of only a few part -time Police Academies left
in New York State which trains police officers on week nights and
weekends. During an annual i nspection in early December by the New
York State Division of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS) , the Police
Academy was found again this year to have no deficiencies in providing
training to police officers. DCJS inspects the academy to ensure that
state standards are met as they are the ones that certify recruits to
become police officers

The Sheriff commends Chief Boehme and Lieutenant Andrews for their
efforts as Directors of the academy. The Sheriff and academy
directors have had discussions over the past two years about providing
additional | aw enforcement courses to police departments and officers
in Columbia County . Routinely, the Police Academy holds a basic
police academy course each year. He added that President  Jim Campion
and Director of Community Services Robert Bodratti and the faculty and
staff o f Columbia - Greene Community College , have been  great partner S
with the Police Academy in providing police training locally.

In 2010, in addition to the basic police  course, the academy has
held Accident Investigation, Breathalyzer and Standardized Fiel d
Sobriety training. On December 18 h 2010 the academy completed a
Police Supervision Course after 107 hours of training. The training

began in November and was instructed on week nights and weekends so
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that police supervisors who have other jobs a nd/or work for police
departments who do not have full time patrols , could attend. The
course consisted of Legal Issues, Incident Command, Ethics and

Leadership, Civil Liability and other important law enforcement

related subjects. Instructors were fromthe C olumbia, Dutchess and
Greene County Sheriff's Office, New York State Police, Chatham,

Hudson, Stockport and Environmental Conservation police departments
as well as the Columbia County District Attorney’s Office. The Police
Supervision course is required for a police officer who currently
holdsa law enforcement supervision position or will hold a position
inthe  future . The course must be completed within one year of

actually becoming a police supervisor.

The Sheriff said that all of the training pro vided by the Academy is
important for those agencies who do not have officers who work  full
time . Full time agencies can usually host and instruct training or
locate training hosted by other agencies during regular business hours
and send their full time employees .

In 2007, in addition to the In - Service training routinely provided
annually  for full time employees of the Sheriff’'s Office, the Sheriff
initiated an in - Service training for part time officers held
weeknights and weekends each September at the college wand isopento
any police officer in Columbia County.

The Sheriff said that “It is absolutely vital that police officers
receive basic and ongoing In - Service training, no matter how many
hours a week they work. ”

Those police officers who co mpleted the Police Supervision Course on
December 18 ™ are  (Photo Provided L- R): Academy Director Columbia
County Sheriff’'s Office Lt. James Andrews, Sergeant Scott Mullen -
Athens Police, Benjamin Doty — Germantown Police, Sergeant Ed Tercasio
— Athens Po lice, Officer John Sotile — Hoosic k Falls Police. Sergeant
Stephen Keyser — Greenport Police, Officer Eric Colon — Chatham
Police , Christopher Duntz — Copake Police, Sergeant Donald Krapf -
Columbia County Sheriff’'s Office, OIC Robert Lopez — Copake Polic e,
Sergeant Jerald Rowell — Greenport Police, Chief Peter Volkmann -
Stockport Police, Sergeant Brian DuBois — Germantown Police, Officer
Michael Lawson — Pine Plains Police and Academy Director Chatham
Police Chief Kevin Boehme.



